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Whenever before an old friend had disagreed with
Hitler or deserted him he used to cry and whine. He
would complain to his remaining friends and to God
about the ingratitude of mankind. Not so with Thyssen.
Hitler's nerves are strained. He cannot bear the
thought now that there should be opposition to his con-
ceptions or even to his plans. Thyssen's flight saved him
from acting against his old benefactor, who opposed his
war plans and his peculiar peace policy alike.
Reports about the widening gulf which separates
Hitler from his former industrialist friends are true. Since
the death of their sons, both Krupp and Voegler are
apprehensive. "Has Thyssen chosen the right path?"
they ask themselves.
But Hitler knows he need not fear heavy industry.
He knows that the men who run it may hate him, but
he knows too that they are terrified of losing the war
and seeing Germany weak. That they could upset his
regime never occurs to him. All that counts is whether
they are with him or not in this war.
You can keep a watch on three or six big shots and
act quicker than they can if you feel they want to act
against you. His powerful enemies seem less dangerous
to Hitler than the mass of the people, among whom
there might always be one unsuspected assassin.
I do not believe that either Krupp or Voegler belong
to the increasing number of big merchants and minor
industrialists who see in a defeat of Nazism by the Allies
the only chance of escaping from Bolshevism in Germany,
I have reasons to assume that the power of indi-
viduals in Germany, the possibilities even of the influ-
ential industrialists, was broken a long time ago.
People who hope that a change inside Germany will
come or even be hastened by the Krupps, the VoeglerS